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CONFIDENTIAL DAR ES SALAAM 1432 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ELAB, ILO, TZ 

SUBJECT: PREPARATIONS FOR AFRICAN LABOR MINISTERS CONFERENCE 
TO BEGIN IN TRIPOLI APRIL 25 

REF: STATE 061981 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTRY, WHICH WILL PREPARE TANZANIA'S POSITION 
ON US MEMBERSHIP IN ILO, NOT AWARE OF CONTACT BY ZAMBIA ON 
COORDINATING POSITIONS TO HELP US STAY IN ILO. FONMIN OFFICIALS 
CONCERNED WITH ILO SAID THIS WOULD BE UNPRECEDENTED BUT AGREED 
TO FIND OUT IF TANZANIA'S LABOR MINISTER HAD HEARD ANYTHING 
FROM HIS ZAMBIAN COUNTERPART. 

2. ONE SENIOR FONOFF OFFICIAL CHARACTERIZED AS "IRRECONCILABLE" 
TANZANIAN AND US VIEWS ON APPROPRIATENESS OF EXTENSIVE DEBATE 
ON POLITICAL MATTERS IN UN SPECIALIZED AGENCIES. PRINCIPAL 
ISSUES, SOUTHERN AFRICA AND MIDDLE EAST, MUST BE DISCUSSED 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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FULLY WHENEVER POSSIBLE. 

3. COMMENT: OUR DISCUSSIONS WITH FONMIN OFFICIALS LEAD US TO 
CONCLUDE THAT TANGOV WOULD VIEW US WITHDRAWAL FROM ILO AS 
UNFORTUNATE AND A MISTAKE, BUT A MISTAKE OF US MAKING. WE 
ANTICIPATE TANGOV REMAINING UNHELPFUL ON THIS ISSUE. 
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